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Steps towards peace in South Sudan

“Following the holding of the first very successful intra SPLM party dialogue, the parties remain 
committed to the spirit of healing and reconciliation.” 

Ambassador David Kapya, Office of Former President Mkapa and CMI Senior Advisor for Sub-Saharan Africa.

On 15 December 2013 South Sudan, the world’s newest nation, descended into war. The violence 
began in country’s capital Juba following disagreement between the leaders of the ruling party 
South Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM). Peace talks between the warring parties began 
on 5 January 2014, in Ethiopia under the auspices of Intergovernmental Authority in Development 
(IGAD).  

IGAD mediation focuses on producing a permanent cease-fire agreement and outlining a political 
settlement through a transitional government of national unity. It is however acknowledged, that the 
fundamental issue underpinning the conflict is a political dispute rooted in party governance. Addressing 
these internal party dynamics is a critical ingredient of sustainable resolution of the crisis. 
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The President of South Sudan Salva Kiir Mayardiit (left) shaking hands with former Vice-President Riek Machar Teny. 
The President of Tanzania, Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete, in the centre.
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In 2014 CMI has been able to contribute to the peaceful reduction of tensions and resolution of conflicts 
within SPLM by supporting the Intra-SPLM Dialogue. The initiative is an informal dialogue co-hosted 
and facilitated by the Government of the United Republic of Tanzania, its’ ruling party Chama Cha 
Mapinduzi (CCM) and CMI. The principal objective of the Intra-SPLM Dialogue is to determine 
and address the root causes of the South Sudan crisis. Upon conclusion of the first round of Intra-
SPLM Dialogue, SPLM delegations signed the Arusha Communiqué and the Framework for Intra-
SPLM Dialogue. SPLM Delegations recognized a “collective responsibility” for the current crisis, an 
acknowledgement that has been pursued by regional and international mediation efforts since the onset of 
the crisis.

Still to be determined is how the Arusha Dialogue will relate to the formal IGAD-led process. United 
Nations Secretary General, Ban Ki Moon, in his report on South Sudan to the Security Council on 18 
November, 2014, objectively described the outcomes of Arusha process. The UNSC report refers to the 
signed Arusha Communique, stating that “…[t]he document describes the Arusha process as ‘separate 
and distinct from the IGAD-mediated peace talks’, but recognizes that the two processes are ‘mutually 
reinforcing’ [UNSC S/2014/821].”    

CCM and CMI’s role in the Arusha process are explicated within the signed Framework document as 
co-facilitators. Abdulrahman Kinana, CCM Secretary-General, reiterated this point by emphasizing the 
literal sense of the word “facilitator”, namely to provide facilities that allow for a conducive and frank 
exchange between the respective parties towards resolving their own differences. 

 » Click here for the full Arusha Communiqué

CCM’s Secretary General Mr. Kinana (second from the left) with the representatives of the three SPLM delegations after the 
signing of the Arusha communiqué. SPLM delegates from the left Paul Akol, Ezbon Idri and Kosti Manibe.

SPLM in Government delegation in the back row pictured with (in front from the left) Tanzanian Minister for Foreign Affairs 
Bernard Memba, CCM’s Secretary General Abdulrahman Kinana, South Sudan President Salva Kiir Mayardiit, Tanzanian President 
Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete and former South Sudan Vice-President Riek Machar Teny, Former Tanzanian Prime Minister John 
Malecela. 

http://www.cmi.fi/splm_arusha_communique.pdf
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Surprise peace negotiations boost Ahtisaari Days

Angry Birds lent a hand to raise awareness of 
reconciliation this year.

President Ahtisaari looks out of the window at 
his luminous office in Helsinki. Much work still 
remains for the day. A five-year-long conflict is 
finally about to be solved and a truce between the 
parties negotiated. 

“This is not the most complicated conflict I have 
seen,” says the experienced peace mediator with 
a slingshot in his hands. The camera captures 
miniature pigs and birds on his desk. 
 
“Cut!”  It’s time for a break. The production crew, 
giant cameras and bright spotlights have taken over 
the office of the veteran negotiator at CMI. Cables 
and cords slither on the floor. The camera team 
soon prepares for the next shoot, which eventually 
results in a video where president Ahtisaari 
manages the impossible; a ceasefire in the ongoing 

conflict between birds and pigs in the Angry Birds 
world. 

The video was launched in November during 
the annual Ahtisaari Days, which highlight 
the importance of solving and reconciling our 
differences in a peaceful manner in our daily lives. 
 
“The rules of conflict resolution apply universally,” 
says Elina Lehtinen, Head of Communications 
and Fundraising at CMI. “Teaming up with Rovio, 
the creators of Angry Birds, allowed us to share 
our message in an innovative and engaging way to 
audiences of all ages.” 
 
The video quickly became popular on social media 
and has already been viewed over 1.1 million 
times.

 » Take a look at the video

Text: Caroline Haga & Laura Seppälä  Photos: Helka Lamminkoski & Sari Gustafsson (pg. 5)

President Ahtisaari and the Rovio camera crew had fun filming 
the video in which a truce is negotiated in the Angry Birds world. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-9T4GrQV_Vs
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CMI has supported Ukraine’s peaceful 
development since 2010

High-level seminar focused on Europe’s future

While King Pig and Red put aside their 
differences in the Angry Birds world, the 
Ahtisaari Days kicked off in Helsinki with high-
level seminar focusing on Europe’s current 
challenges on 11 November.

The speakers included Italian politician Emma 
Bonino, Russian history professor at Oxford 
University Robert Service, and United Nations 
Environment Programme expert Jacqueline 
McGlade. The key note speeches addressed the 
future of Europe, the growing tensions between 
East and West, the crisis in Ukraine, and critical 
questions posed by dwindling natural resources. 
The Savoy theatre was packed with nearly 500 
guests. 
 
“Russia has become aggressive, but also fearful,” 
said professor Service in his thought-provoking 

speech. “The economic downturn, loss of 
geopolitical power, and ‘loosing’ the Cold War are 
some of the reasons why.” 

Service emphasised that Russia would need to 
modernise its economy and diversify its economic 
structure in order to be successful in the future. 
Russia also critically needs Western partnerships. 
 
Emma Bonino looked at how international power 
relations and the security situation of European 
countries have changed. 

“It is bizarre that Europe has 28 separate armies, 
whose technical systems do not communicate with 
each other,” Bonino noted. But although challenges 
abound, she believes that we should go forward 
with the European project and “create the Europe 
that is our dream!”

The keynote speakers Jacquline McGlade (left), 
Robert Service, Emma Bonino and President 
Martti Ahtisaari at the Ahtisaari Day high-level 
seminar in Helsinki.
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CMI has supported Ukraine’s peaceful 
development since 2010

Awareness-raising in Turku schools

The Ahtisaari Days continued in Turku on 13 November. 
President Ahtisaari and CMI staff visited schools to increase 
awareness of conflict prevention and mediation among young 
people. A ‘sold-out’ public seminar was also held at the 
University with the President and expert guests.

Ahtisaari Days

 » Ahtisaari Days were held on 11 and 13 November this 
year. The days have been held yearly in November since 
2011.

 » The Days aim to make peace mediation and reconciliation 
part of everyone’s daily life at all levels of society: among 
children and young people; decision-makers; experts and 
politicians; and the general public.

 » The activities are funded by the Finnish Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs.

 » In 2015, the days will be held in Helsinki and the northern 
city of Rovaniemi.

 » Ahtisaari Days website

CMI staff enjoyed the day visiting schools in Turku 
during the Ahtisaari Days. 

The panelists at Turku University. From left President Martti Ahtisaari, Elina Pirjatanniemi, Linnea Karlsson and Jani Erola. 

http://www.ahtisaaripaivat.fi/en/


CMI NEWS
4 / 2014

A slow but unstoppable revolution

“We’ve just concluded the fourth high-level seminar on gender and 
inclusive mediation processes among UN envoys and other mediators. 
As organisers, we were struck this time by the open and engaged 
attitudes of even the most seasoned mediators.” CMI’s gender and 
inclusion expert Antonia Potter Prentice looks at how far we’ve come 
during the past years in ensuring that peace processes include women.

 » Read more

South Sudan: Youth identify tribalism among main threats to peace and unity 

Tribalism significantly hinders peace and unity in South Sudan, youth from 
across the country believe. This was one of the interesting findings that 
came out from local-level consultations carried out by the Youth Dialogue 
Platform established by CMI. The platform members heard the views of 
almost 800 of their peers during this fall. Overall, the youth identified five 

key areas that need urgent attention to ensure sustainable peace:  stopping the negative effects of tribalism; 
improving rule of law; power sharing and equality; and working towards dialogue and reconciliation.

 » Read more

Work for peace in Afghanistan continues 

Afghanistan is entering a new era as the majority of international troops are leaving the country by 
the end of 2014. Still, the conflict is all but over – it is now more in the hands of the Afghan people to 
determine how to move forward. CMI has been supporting the peace process in Afghanistan for several 
years and continues the cooperation with the local NGO CASDO on promoting efforts for peace, 
especially in North Afghanistan and Mazar-e-Sharif, Balkh.

 » Read more

Viewpoint

Project news

http://www.cmi.fi/en/media-en/news/270-projects/women-in-peacemaking/963-a-slow-but-unstoppable-revolution
http://www.cmi.fi/en/media-en/news/ssa/225-south-sudan-enhancing-national-conflict-resolution-efforts/964-south-sudan-youth-identify-tribalism-among-main-threats-to-peace-and-unity
http://www.cmi.fi/en/media-en/news/eecca/139-afghanistan-promoting-wider-participation/970-work-for-peace-in-afghanistan-continues
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Successful conference on mediation and OSCE’s role 

On 10 October, a broad audience gathered in Vienna to discuss 
mediation and the potential role of the OSCE in promoting 
national dialogue and the building of confidence across different 
divides. The event brought together envoys of regional and 
international organisations, negotiators and mediators at a 
number of peace processes from around the world as well as 
experts working in the field.

 » Read more

Encouraging civil society participation in Moroccan policy-making 

CMI works in Morocco to promote the possibilities of the country’s civil 
society to participate in public policy-making and monitoring. In late 
September, an inaugural workshop was held to discuss how to take stock of 
multi-stakeholder reflections on the recommendations stemming from the 
national dialogue. A wide range of Moroccan civil society representatives, 
academia, policy-makers, and international organisation staff gathered in 
Rabat for the event.

 » Read more

CMI’s Ukraine dialogue group met with EU Mission Head 

In late September, CMI organised a meeting between the members of our Ukraine high-level dialogue 
group and the Head of the EU Advisory Mission for Civilian Security Sector Reform to the country, Mr 
Kálmán Mizsei, and members of his team. The event was part of our ongoing efforts to support a multi-
stakeholder dialogue among members of political parties and intellectual leaders in Ukraine.

 » Read more

Transdniestrian conflict settlement: Expert dialogue group discusses state of play

CMI’s high-level expert dialogue group convened for its regular meetings 
on 24-25 September in Chisinau. The experts exchanged views on current 
state of play regarding the settlement process and its implications for the 
wider region, as well as presented their recommendations to the Head 
of the OSCE Mission to Moldova. The meetings are conducted as part of 
CMI’s ongoing efforts to provide a trusted dialogue platform for all the 
relevant sides of the Transdniestrian settlement process. 

 » Read more

http://www.cmi.fi/en/media-en/news/events/950-conference-on-mediation-and-osce%E2%80%99s-role-successful
http://www.cmi.fi/en/media-en/news/nas/278-morocco/949-encouraging-civil-society-participation-in-moroccan-policy-making
http://www.cmi.fi/en/media-en/news/eecca/308-ukraine/946-cmi%E2%80%99s-ukraine-high-level-dialogue-group-meets-with-the-head-of-the-eu-advisory-mission-for-civilian-security-sector-reform-ukraine
http://www.cmi.fi/en/media-en/news/eecca/310-moldova-transdniestrian-settlement-process/transdniestrian-settlement-high-level-expert-dialogue-group/943-the-cmi-high-level-expert-dialogue-group-convened-in-chisinau-on-september-24-and-25
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Organisational news

CMI’s Board continues its work unchanged

CMI’s annual Autumn Meeting held on 26 November confirmed that all current CMI Board members 
continue in their roles also in 2015. The members are: President Martti Ahtisaari (Chairman); Ms 
Gunvor Kronman (Vice Chair); Mr Johnny Åkerholm (Vice Chair); Mr Kari Lautjärvi; Mr Juha 
Rantanen; Ms Kirsti Lintonen; Mr Aleksi Neuvonen; Ms Elina Pirjatanniemi; and Ms Kristina Pentti-
von Walzel. The meeting also approved CMI’s work plan and financial plan for the coming year. 

CMI and President Ahtisaari congratulate the 2014 Nobel Peace Prize recipients 

CMI and its Chairman of the Board, Nobel Peace Prize Laureate Martti Ahtisaari, congratulate Kailash 
Satyarthi and Malala Yousafzay for being awarded the Nobel Peace Prize this year. President Ahtisaari 
said: “I warmly congratulate both recipients for this well-deserved award. I hope that this helps to 
promote the full implementation of children’s rights everywhere in the world.”

New appointments

Sub-Saharan Africa Team: Mr Philip Haspeslagh has been appointed as Project Officer and Ms Lorraine 
Reuter as Project Assistant. 

Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia Team: Mr Vladislav Kulminski has been appointed as 
Project Manager and Ms Irma Pidtepa as Project Officer for CMI’s project portfolio in Ukraine. Ms 
Nafisa Hasanova was also appointed as Project Officer for the team.

Expert discussions in Moscow on European security and the Trandsniestrian 
settlement

In the beginning of December, CMI’s high-level expert group on the Transdniestrian settlement visited 
Moscow to discuss key issues with Russian experts. At a conference on 5 December, discussions centered 
on the threats and current challenges for European security in the context of Ukrainian crisis. The event 
was organised with the Institute of Europe at the Russian Academy of Science and the Russian Association 
of European Studies. During a round table event organised with the Russian International Affairs Council, 
the experts discussed the ways forward for the Transdniestrian settlement in the context of the downturn 
in Russia-EU relations.

 » Read more

http://www.cmi.fi/en/media-en/news/eecca/310-moldova-transdniestrian-settlement-process/transdniestrian-settlement-high-level-expert-dialogue-group/967-cmi-and-russian-international-affairs-council-organise-round-table-in-moscow


Happy Holidays!

Ukrainian couple during the protests in Kyiv in winter 2014. Photo: Niklas Meltio



We believe that all violent conflicts can be resolved if there’s sufficient political will and 
skill. Achieving lasting peace requires long-term commitment, local ownership, creative 
solutions and broad involvement by everyone, including women and youth. 

In today’s world, we are all interconnected. The development and welfare of other nations, 
no matter how far away, has an effect on all our lives.

Help us make a difference and bring more peace to the world!

www.cmi.fi/donate

Editor-in-Chief: Caroline Haga Graphic Design: Antero Karvonen
All content © 2014 Crisis Management Initiative (CMI)

www.cmi.fi              www.facebook.com/CrisisManagementInitiative            twitter.com/cmioffice

vimeo.com/cmivideos             www.youtube.com/user/CMIFinland            www.flickr.com/photos/crisismanagementinitiative

Eteläranta 12, FI-00130 Helsinki, Finland
tel +358 75 755 1800 fax +358 9 4242 8110 e-mail cmi.helsinki@cmi.fi

205 Rue Belliard, Box 3, BE-1040 Brussels, Belgium
e-mail cmi.brussels@cmi.fi internet www.cmi.fi

http://www.cmi.fi/donate
http://www.cmi.fi
http://www.facebook.com/CrisisManagementInitiative
http://www.twitter.com/cmioffice
http://www.vimeo.com/cmivideos
http://www.youtube.com/user/CMIFinland
http://www.flickr.com/photos/crisismanagementinitiative

